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articles, except where specifically copyright noted, may be reprinted with proper 
credit given. Articles appearing in the Newsletter publication do not necessarily 
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Contributions are encouraged. Articles, Advertisements, Pictures, and Com-
ments may be submitted to UCLS at mail@UCLS.org

WHO IS IT?
Do you recognize one, or all of the surveyors pictured above? Hint-the picture 
has a date of January 7, 1981. Please send your guesses to mail@ucls.org. The cor-
rect answer will be revealed in the next monthly newsletter.
   The UCLS Newsletter is asking for your help. We invite you to share charismat-
ic pictures of yourself and/or coworkers for the membership to speculate upon. 
Those pictures of days gone by may be emailed to mail@ucls.org or svkeisel@
gmail.com
   the UCLS workshop and convention committee, under the leadership of Scott 
Bishop, has organized a very impressive annual conference program. Your atten-
dance at the February conference will be rewarding and worthwhile.
   The annual conference is also a time of leadership change. Please take an op-
portunity to acknowledge those chapter, committee, and executive board leaders 
who sacrificed time and energy to improve the surveying profession. Addition-
ally, please consider making a difference by serving on a committee.
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“We can’t all be heroes because 
somebody has to sit on the curb 

and clap as they go by”
- Will Rogers
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Utah Council of Land Surveyors
Executive Board and Committees
UCLS Executive Board 2012

State Chair
Michael W. Nadeau
5226 W. Ashland Rose Dr.
Herriman, UT 84065
(801) 569-1315
mnadeau@merid-eng.com

State Chair Elect
Brad Mortensen
3268 S. 930 W.
Syracuse, UT 84075
(801) 363-5605
bmortensen@classoc.com

Past State Chair
Jerry Allred
PO Box 605
Duchesne, UT 84021
(435) 738-5352
jdallred@ubtanet.com

NSPS Governor
Steven Keisel
604 S. Blossom Circle
Fruit Heights, UT 84037
(801) 468-2043

West Fed Representative
Ronald Whitehead
1801 N. Wittwer Lane
Santa Clara, UT 84765
(435) 634-5780
ronw@washco.state.ut.us

Book Cliffs Chapter President
David Bronson
PO Box 416
Monticello, UT 84535
(435) 587-3234
dabronson@sanjuancounty.org

Book Cliffs Chapter Representative
David Kay
85 S. 200 E.
Vernal, UT 84078
(435) 789-1017
dkay@uintahgroup.com

Color Country President
Scott Bishop
1593 W. Southern Homestead Blvd.
Enoch, UT 84721
(801) 369-3221
sbishop@horrocks.com

Color Country Chapter Representative
Kenneth Hamblin
59 N. 2120 E. Circle
St. George, UT 84790
(435) 673-3075
khamblin@infowest.com

Golden Spike President
David K. Balling
198 E. Shadowbrook Lane
Kaysville, UT 84037
(801) 295-7237
dkballing@msn.com

Golden Spike Chapter Representative
Dallas Buttars
4646 S. 3500 W. Suite 300
West Haven, UT 84401
(801) 731-4075
isurveying@aol.com

Salt Lake President
Mike Withers
8886 S. 2700 W.
West Jordan, UT 84088
(801) 243-2671
thecornerfinder@gmail.com

Salt Lake Chapter Representative
Jeff Searle
1975 W. 6440 S.
West Jordan, UT 84084
(801) 569-1315
jsearle@merid-eng.com

Timpanogos President
Gary Ratcliff
695 N. 100 W.
Springville, UT 84663
(801) 851-8669
gary.ucpw@utah.gov

Timpanogos Chapter Representative
Dan Knowlden Jr.
563 N. 1420 E.
Spanish Fork, UT 84660
(801) 955-5606
danjr@epiceng.net

Administrative Secretary
Susan Merrill
PO Box 1032
Salt Lake City, UT 84110
(801) 964-6192
srmerrill@ucls.org

Chapter Vice Presidents:
Book Cliffs Sam Cantrell
Color Country Arthur LeBaron
Golden Spike Matthew Murdock
Salt Lake Steve Dale
Timpanogos Alan Sibson

Chapter Secretary/Treasurer
Book Cliffs Arneldon Davis
Color Country Roger Bundy
Golden Spike Doug Graham
Salt Lake David Mortensen
Timpanogos Dan Knowlden Sr.

Committees & Committee Chairs

Legislation
Dale Robinson
drobinson@sunrise-eng.com
Education
Gary Christensen
gary@gc-surveying.com
Publication
Steve Keisel
svkeisel@gmail.com
Standards & Ethics
Matt Clark
mclark@co.tooele.ut.us
Public relation/Membership
James Couts
james.couts@ecislc.com
Testing
Von Hill
vrhill@hillargyle.com
Workshop & Convention
Scott Bishop
sbishop@horrocks.com
Historical
Kevin Bishop
kevin.oakhills@gmail.com
Construction Survey
Jerron Atkin
jerrocop@gmail.comS
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Dear Ms. Dortch:
   I am writing to you on behalf of the American Con-
gress on Surveying and Mapping (ACSM) and the Na-
tional Society of Professional Surveyors (NSPS), as well 
as our thousands of members across the United States. 
Surveying professionals are very much concerned 
about the plans that LightSquared has for MSS service 
and the affect that service will have on high-precision 
Global Positioning System (GPS) receivers. These types 
of receivers are used by virtually every professional 
surveyor nationwide.
   As you know, another round of tests --- this time by 
the National Space-Based Positioning, Navigation and 
Timing Executive Committee (PNT EXCOM) showed 
that LightSquared’s original and modified plans for 
its proposed mobile network would cause harmful 
interference to many GPS receivers, including high-
precision GPS receivers. This information confirms 
our long-standing concern that LightSquared’s plan 
would have not only a detrimental effect on the sur-
veying industry, but also on the hundreds of thousands 
of people who use the data that surveyors produce.
   Surveying professionals from around the country 
have put their businesses and livelihood on hold while 
waiting for the LightSquared issue to be resolved. 
While surveyors are waiting for the FCC  to make a 
definitive decision on this issue, they are holding off 
hiring new employees, competing for contracts, or 
otherwise expanding their business because they do 
not want to expend their cash reserves.
   If LightSquared is allowed to go forward with its 
original plan, or even its modified plan, surveying 
professionals---many of whom are small business 
owners---will be forced to expend thousands of dollars 
to either replace or retrofit their existing high-preci-
sion GPS receivers.
   In light of the latest tests by the PNT EXCOM, 
surveyors from around the country, we are asking the 
FCC to REPEAL its Order and Authorization of Janu-
ary 26, 2011 and put this matter to rest so that sur-
veyors and other high-precision GPS users can move 
forward without the fear of interference from Light-
Squared.
   Sincerely,
   Curtis W. Sumner
   Executive Director, ACSM/NSPS

UCLS Board Meeting Agenda
January 14, 2012

4:30 P.M.
Provo Marriott

101 West 100 North
Provo, UT 84601

I)  Welcome & Call to Order - Michael Nadeau
II)  Roll Call
III)  Approval of Minutes
IV)  Election Results
V)  Surveyor of the Year and Lifetime Achievement   
 award selection
VI)  Convention items of necessary
VII)  Corner Records- Board Approval for sending out to  
  the membership (Not final adoption by 
UCLS or    UAC yet)
VIII)  Dinner
Note: The minutes to the UCLS Executive Board meeting 
may be found in the members only section at www.ucls.org

Professional Engineers and Professional
Land Surveyors Licensing Board Meeting
January 18, 2012, 9:00 A.M. - 11:00 A.M.

Room 474 - 4th Floor
Heber M. Wells Building

160 E. 300 S. Salt Lake City, Utah
This agenda is subject to change up to 24 hours prior to the 

meeting.
ADMINISTRATIVE BUSINESS:
1.   Call meeting to order
2.   Sign travel reimbursement
3.   Review and approve minutes dated November 16, 2011
4.   Compliance report
APPOINTMENTS:
9:15 A.M. - R. Craig Brown, probation interview
9:35 A.M. - Todd Jacobsen, applicant for land surveyor 
license
DISCUSSION ITEMS: 10:00 A.M. -11:00 A.M.
1.   UCLS proposal regarding law changes
2.   Investigation report
3.   Continuing education requirement
4.   Consideration of drafting guidelines for land sureyors 
regarding land marker issues
5.   Update on rule amendments approved by the Board at 
previous Board meeting
6.   Consideration of statutory changes to land surveyor 
education requirements
2012 Board meetings have been tentatively scheduled:
March 21, May 16, July 18, September 19, November 21
NEXT SCHEDULED MEETING:
March 21, 2012
Note: The minutes to the Utah Professional Engineer and 
Professional Land Surveyor Licensing Board meeing may be 
found at www.dopl.utah.gov. 

Letter from ACSM Executive Director
Curt Sumner to FCC regarding LightSquared
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Letter from the Louisiana Engineering Society to the Louisiana State Licensing Board
November 17, 2011

Greetings LES member:
   The Louisiana Engineering Society (LES) has heard the 
concerns of its members regarding the difficulty faced by 
practicing licensed professional engineers in meeting the 
current requirements to obtain a Professional Land Survey-
ing license. Specifically, many members feel the requirement 
to obtain thirty course hours of classes in land surveying 
courses is excessive and difficult to obtain for a practicing 
engineer. In addition, the number of surveyor licensees is 
decreasing, leading to an increasing difficulty in providing 
the surveys necessary to perform engineering work.
   An ad hoc committee was formed by LES, to review the 
current requirements, determine if changes should be made, 
and to develop recommendations for changes to the rules 
and/or laws governing PLS licensure relative to practicing 
engineers. The ad hoc committee determined that such 
changes were needed and presented recommendations to 
the LES Board.
   The LES Board agreed with the recommended changes. 
the changes include reducing the required course work for 
licensed professional engineers to 15 semester credit hours.
   The recommendations were discussed with the Louisiana 
Society of Professional Surveyors (LSPS), then presented to 
the Louisiana Professional Engineering and Land Surveying 
Board (LAPELS). LAPELS requested that LES meet with 
LSPS again to discuss and coordinate. LES attended the 
LSPS board meeting and again presented the recommen-
dations, and requested input from LSPS. LSPS to date has 
provided no response to LES.
   LES has decided to move forward with the changes we feel 
are in the best interest of the public.
   The reasons we feel these changes are necessary are as fol-
lows:
1. Engineers, who are responsible for the design of proj-
ects that often need property boundary surveys for plats 
to obtain rights-of-way or acquire property for the project, 
can perform their own surveys to assure that the survey is 
performed consistent with the requirements of the project.
2. With these licenses in the hands of the design firm, the 
firm can better assure that “nothing is missed”. Often the 
product obtained from third party survey firms does not 
comply with the standards and format of the design (line-
types, symbols, indication of elevations, etc.) this can lead to 
mistakes and omissions;
3. Engineering firms often do not have enough surveying 
work to employ a full time PLS licensee. They need a PLS 
licensee who can perform the survey work when needed but
can perform engineering work as needed.
4. With more licenses in the hands of the design firm, the

firm has more control over the delivery of the product; 
that is, the design firm dictates the survey schedule and the 
format/content of the survey. This reduces the time frame 
for getting projects completed, which is in the best interest 
of the public.
5. LES feels that if the number of additional classes required 
for practicing engineers to get their PLS licenses were not 
so numerous, more engineers would pursue this course. 
Note that engineers do not typically take thirty hours of 
any one area of practice (structures, hydraulics, etc.); why 
then would thirty hours be required to perform a property 
boundary survey. The courses currently required for licen-
sure are not readily available throughout the state for those 
pursuing a license;
6. It is currently recognized in the licensing laws that 
licensed engineers can perform all surveys except those 
entailing property boundary surveying, without a surveying 
license; thus, this change is only to allow licensed profes-
sional engineers to obtain only that course work neces-
sary to enable them to be capable of performing property 
boundary surveys;
7. The current licensing law allows a person holding any 
baccalaureate degree to obtain a PLS license with the thirty 
hours of course work. LES contends that licensed profes-
sional engineers are more qualified than a non-technical 
degree person to perform surveys, and thus should have a 
separate path for licensure;
8. All other requirements for PLS licensure, including LSI 
exam, experience, oral exam, etc., would remain the same. 
the potential licensee still would need to sit for all the re-
quired exams and meet all other requirements;
9. Effective in 2012, route surveys will be added the re-
quirement for property boundary surveys. This change will 
increase the difficulty in completing projects involving such 
surveys.
   Clearly it is recognized, even by surveyors, that the dimin-
ishing number of PLS licensees is becoming a critical issue, 
with no improvement in sight unless some changes are 
made. LES feels the changes proposed are a logical and wise 
step in the right direction.
   We are informing our members of LES’s actions in this 
regard. We are aware that LSPS is hosting meetings in 
which they are stating that LES is requesting a “relaxing” 
of the standards for PLS licensing. LES feels that the rec-
ommended changes will provide for increased numbers of 
highly qualified licensees to meet the needs of and protect 
the health, safety, and welfare of the public.
   We will be asking for your support when this bill is de-
bated by the Louisiana Legislature. We hope you will assist 
us in the move to improve our service to the public.
- The Louisiana Engineering Society



Page 6 Volume 1 Issue 2 February 2012 The UCLS Newsletter
Our thanks to Dallas Butters who submitted this Dastardly Deed. Dallas noted the property is located in Ogden City and 

found the only remaining evidence to be the large brick barn.

Do you have a Dastardly Deed to share with us? Please email a copy to mail@ucls.org or svkeisel@gmail.com



Payment Information

    Check Enclosed    MasterCard    Visa    Discover    American Express
Card Number______________________________________
Expiration Date __________________________________
Security Code____________
Signature_______________________________________

Name:______________________________________________________________________________
Company:____________________________________________________________________________
Mailing Address: _______________________________________________________________________
City: _______________________________________State/Zip:__________________________________
Phone: (   ) _____________________________ Fax: (   ) _____________________________
License Number:____________________________E-Mail: ________________________________________

Included with registration fees:
• All sessions • Up to 13.5 Classroom hours • Handouts & complimentary items • All breaks with exhibitors
• Lunches & Cont. Breakfasts • Opportunity to socialize with peers • Installation banquet and entertainment

UCLS Member Conference Registration Fees
Member Registration Full Conference     $350.00 $_______
Thursday only         $200.00 $_______
Friday only         $200.00 $_______
Non-Member Conference Registration Fees
Non-member Registrations Full Conference     $450.00 $_______
Thursday only         $250.00 $_______
Friday only         $250.00 $_______
Student Registration Full Conference (must provide student ID)  $100.00 $_______
Thursday only         $75.00   $_______
Friday only         $75.00  $_______
Optional Activities
Extra Banquet Ticket (per person)      $30.00   $_______
Surcharge for Late Registration
(after January 20, 2012)       $25.00   $_______
Grand Total ..................................................................................................$_______
    Check here if you require special service (please describe your needs in writing on a separate sheet of paper and 
enclose it with your registration)
    I am a Member of UCLS
Registration Deadline: January
20, 2012, 10:00 p.m. (MT)
Onsite registrants will not be guaranteed conference handouts

UCLS Convention February 9-10, 2012 
Registration Form Mail registration form to:

UCLS, P.O. Box 1032, Salt lake City, UT 84110
For more information or to register online: www.ucls.org
Fax/Phone: (801) 964-6192

Please type or print and fill out completely
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Old Farmer’s Advice

Your fences need to be horse high, pig tight, and bull strong
Keep skunks and bankers at a distance

Life is simpler when you plow around the stumps
A bumble bee is considerably faster than a John Deere tractor

Words than soak into your ears are whispered - not yelled
 Meanness don’t just happen overnight

Forgive your enemies - it messes up their heads
Do not corner something that you know is meaner than you

It don’t take a very big person to carry a grudge
You cannot unsay a cruel word
Every path has a few puddles

When you wallow with pigs, expect to get dirty
The best sermons are lived, not preached

Most of the stuff people worry about, ain’t never gonna happen anyway
Don’t judge folks by their relatives

Remember that silence is sometimes the best answer
Live a good and honorable life, and then when you get older and think back, you’ll enjoy it a second time

Don’t interfere with something that ain’t bothering you none
Timing has a lot to do with the outcome of a rain dance

If you find yourself in a hole, the first thing you need to do is stop digging
Sometimes you get, and sometimes you get got

Always drink upstream from the herd
Good judgment comes from experience, and a lotta of that comes from bad judgment

Letting the cat out of the bag is a whole lot easier than putting it back in
If you think you are a person of influence, try ordering somebody else’s dog around

Live simply, love generously, care deeply, speak kindly, and leave the rest to God
Don’t pick a fight with an old mad. If he is too old to fight, he’ll just kill you
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