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A BLM case study involving Reversionary Rights, Research, 
and Congressional Land Actions in Salt Lake City 

Townships 1 North & 1 South, Range 1 East, SLM, UT 
 

Within the Original Fort Douglas Military Reservation 
Between present day 500 South and Sunnyside Avenue 

And  
West of Guardsman Way 

 



You may have already heard about this 
(or may have been involved with 

certain aspects)… 



How did the BLM get involved with a deal 
between the Cemetery and Rowland Hall?  



Act of 
2010 

TASK FOR 

CADASTRAL: 

Determine and 

survey the 

Federal 

reversionary 

interest. 



So that is how this survey surfaced for 
BLM Cadastral. 

• I arrived at the Utah State Office at the end of 
April 2010. 

• Little did I know that wheels had been set into 
motion by Congress that would be cause for my 
crash course in history of one small corner of the 
Salt Lake Valley. 

• By August I became involved with the project 
• By the end of September, Assignment Instructions 

were issued for a field survey to be conducted. 
• The survey needed to be approved by December. 
 



How involved can this be? 

• The 2010 Act simply directs us to survey the 
lands conveyed to the Cemetery Association 
under the Act of January 23, 1909 which are 
subject to Federal reversionary interest.  



A GENERAL OVERVIEW OF LOCATION 

U of U 

Hogle Zoo 

VA 



Starting with 2010 Act and working back in time… 

2010 



Starting with 2010 Act and working back in time… 

2010 

1909 



More Research! 

• The references to the Military Reservation and 
Cemetery Grant now require that we locate 
them to control the boundary of the 1909 
conveyance. 



More Congressional Land Actions! 

• In 1862 Col. P.E. Conner established Camp 
Douglas 

• It is unclear whether a survey was made on 
the ground in 1862. 

•  The earliest survey plat of the Reservation 
boundary obtained is dated May 31, 1869. 

 

=Fort Douglas Military Reservation= 



Fort Douglas Research 

• Discussions with Archivists at the Museum: 
they believed an earlier survey was made, but 
no record could be found. 

• Research here produce very useful (and 
interesting) information. 



Fort Douglas History 
• 1862 – established 
• May 14, 1867 – Major W.H. Lewis writes to the Adjutant 

General asking if the Reservation had been confirmed and 
also requested permission to have someone “run the line of 
the Reservation ... In its present dimensions the line has 
never been run.”  

• September 3, 1867 – President Andrew Johnson instructs 
the Secretary of the Interior to cause it to be noted in the 
Land Office to be reserved as a Military Post.  

• The Reservation of Camp Douglas is published under 
General Order No. 66, Headquarters Department of the 
Platte dated December 17, 1869. The description of the 
Reservation begins one mile due west of the garrison 
flagstaff. 
 



1869 Survey Plat of Camp Douglas 



1869 Survey Plat of Camp Douglas 



This is a 2010 photo of the flagstaff 
located at Stilwell Field (center of 
Military Reservation. 
 
According to Fort Douglas Museum 
personnel, this flagstaff is in the same 
place as the original “within a couple 
of feet”. 
 
It was contemplated early in the 
project to utilize this as control if 
needed. 
 



“Mount Olivet Cemetery Grant” 
Act of May 16, 1874 



1876 Survey of 20 
Acres Grant for 
Mount Olivet 

Cemetery (1874 Act) 



1876 Survey of 20 Acres Grant for 
Mount Olivet Cemetery 



Military Reservation and Cemetery composite  



Near SE Cor. 1876 Cemetery Survey 



2010 view of the 1876 Survey location 



1869 – Fort Douglas Military Reservation Boundary 



1874 Act (surveyed in 1876) 



1874 Act 

1874  
 20 acres 

Surveyed 1876 

Original SW cor. 
Military Reservation 



1909 Act   

1874  
 20 acres 

Surveyed 1876 

Original SW cor. 
Military Reservation 

1909 Act 



Acts of 1906, 1909, 1952, 1964, and 1993 

Orig. SW cor. 
Military res. 

1909 Act 

1906 Act 

1993 Act  



1952 Act PART II 

• By 1952 it was discovered the Cemetery had 
been interring bodies on approximately 10 
feet of land that actually belonged to the 
Veterans Administration. 

• Within the 1952 Act was also authorization for 
the Veteran’s Administration to transfer the 10 
foot strip to the Cemetery. 

 



1952 – PART II 

1874 

1952 

1909 

1964 



Administrator of Veterans Affairs  
TO 

 Mount Olivet Cemetery 
1874 

1952 

1909 

Deeded 
September 18, 1952 

10.6’ x 2813.65’ 
0.68 acres 

The Issue: 

This parcel of land not part of 1909 Act 
but has Reversionary Interest. 



Lands to be identified in survey 



RESEARCH REVEALED 

• 72+ plats, maps, drawings 

• 12 Acts of Congress and associated reports 

• Sources included: BLM, Utah State Archives, 
D.O.T., University of Utah, Salt Lake County, 
City of Salt Lake, Fort Douglas Museum, Mt. 
Olivet Cemetery, Private Surveyor Records 
(Recorded and Unrecorded), Internet 


